
 PAC Agenda / Meeting Minutes – October 17, 2022 

 Attendees  :  Gunay Balkis, Christine Dobbelsteyn, Nina Dobbin, Catherine French, Anna-Luise 
 Gomm, Nicole Hennessy, Liliana Olteanu, Krista Scaligine, David Schaub, Yael Stav, Dorothy 
 Watkins 

 Regrets  : Kerry Alexander, Matt Clarke, Conni Vogelgaenger 

 1.  Call to order -  7:20pm 
 2.  Territory Recognition 
 3.  Introductions  (via text chat) 
 4.  Agenda (to be approved) -  Motioned Catherine French, Seconded Christine 

 Dobbelsteyn, Passed unanimously 
 5.  Minutes (to be approved) -  Motioned Krista Scaligine, Seconded Catherine French, 

 Passed unanimously 

 6.  Principal Report (Dorthy Watkins)  (see below) 
 a.  Discussion on lack of SSAs in False Creek Elementary and across the VSB. The 

 topic will be raised at the next DPAC by Christine Dobbelsteyn. We could also 
 send a formal letter. 

 7.  Committee Reports 
 a.  Social/Arts and Culture & Survey (see below) (David Schaub) 

 i.  The most desired activities and interest in volunteering were movie 
 night, school dance, skate night, which we would like to go ahead with 

 ii.  If there are interest additional activities, we will require volunteers to 
 help organize 

 iii.  We may need to include some fundraising to support these items 
 b.  Communication/Website (David Schaub) 

 i.  Please let us know if there is anyone interested in submitting articles 
 to Between the Bridges 

 c.  Yearbook (David Schaub) 
 i.  Parents that did not provide media permission will be contacted to 

 confirm that they do not want their child’s photo in the yearbook 
 ii.  Question: Is the yearbook at risk of not getting published? It may be 

 difficult to find photos that include only children that have the 
 permission. Suggested approach: try to discuss with the parents that 
 are not interested in including their child’s photos. Miaka will also be 
 attempting to contact the families. We will include this in the next PAC 
 newsletter/email. It would be helpful if we can provide feedback to 
 VSB 



 d.  Inclusivity & Diversity (Nina Dobbin) 
 i.  We provided orange ribbons to tie on the fence for Truth & 

 Reconciliation Day 
 ii.  Further discussion regarding funding in the budget section 

 1.  Focused on promoting awareness on diversity issues, e.g, 
 black shirt day, pink shirt day, rainbow day 

 2.  Would like to provide items like books, crayons, stickers, mural 
 supplies to the students 

 3.  Would like to schedule a cultural or musical group 

 8.  Old Business 
 a.  PAC lunch 

 i.  PAC lunch program is underway with positive feedback so far 
 ii.  There are some new volunteers participating on Tues Oct 18 

 a.  Halloween costume swap (see below) 
 ■  It went well, however we will be more clear in the future that it is a 

 fundraiser, not a swap 
 ■  We raised and donated $135 to Sheway 
 ■  Will plan to do again next year 

 b.  Spirit wear management 
 ■  Long term fundraiser to raise money towards physical textbooks and 

 digital access to help students 
 c.  Coffee Friday (Oct. 28th) 

 ■  Date updated to Oct 28th 
 d.  Parent Workshop - Saleema Noon Nov 29 (see below) 

 9.  New Business 
 a.  Budget (see below)  (to be approved) Motioned Krista Scaligine, Seconded 

 Christine Dobbelsteyn, Passed unanimously 
 i.  Nina volunteered to organize a Purdy’s Easter fundraiser (with help) 
 ii.  Krista will help investigate if we have False Creek sport jerseys and we 

 will revisit whether or not we should purchase some 
 b.  Possible Music Programs (see below) 

 i.  Email provided by Matt Clarke 
 ii.  DPAC music program:  http://vancouverdpac.org/music 
 iii.  The plan is to have a proposal to discuss next meeting 

 c.  Seismic Upgrade Letter (see below) 
 i.  We are still waiting on Ministry funding and public announcement of 

 decision 
 d.  Set Next Meeting Date 

 i.  Monday November 14th 7:15pm 

http://vancouverdpac.org/music


 e.  Cross country meet support 
 i.  Gunay would like the PAC to purchase some nut-free snacks for the 

 children to support their participation (Gunay will coordinate) 
 ii.  Mr. Hanvey will bring the team jerseys for the children to wear 

 10.  Meeting adjourned -  Motioned Catherine French, Seconded Krista Scaligine,  Passed 
 unanimously  - 9:22pm 

 11.  Attached Documents 
 A.  Principal’s Report 
 B.  Parent Survey Results 
 C.  Donation Receipt from SHEWAY (Halloween Costume Sale) 
 D.  Saleema Noon Workshop 
 E.  Budget 
 F.  Message from Matt Clarke regarding a possible Music Program 
 G.  Letter Received By Bradley Gagne  From The Ministry 



 A.  Principal’s Report: 

 Safety Drills  We have completed 1 fire drill and will be doing our first earthquake drill on 
 Thursday. It is a teaching/learning experience for us all. We will be doing 
 more of these training events throughout the year. 

 Performances  Both of our performances that have been booked were canceled due to 
 performer illness. Squamish Stories will now be held on October 18  th  .  How 
 Raven Stole the Sun will be on December 7  th  . 

 Clubs  Chess Club starts next Monday. We will be launching an Art Club and 
 Knitting Club in the near future. 

 Leadership 
 Opportunities 

 Grade 6/7 students are helping the kindergarten students at lunch. 
 The grade 4/5s have just running activities at lunch this week. False Creek 
 students have been great leaders and contribute so much to the school 
 community. 

 Staffing Issues  We have been impacted by lack of support staff in the district. It is a huge 
 concern for the VSB, Metro Vancouver, and even throughout the province. 

 Foundation 
 Skills 

 Assessment 

 Grade 4 & 7 students begin these assessments this week if they have not 
 been withdrawn by parents or exempted by teacher/principal as it would not 
 be beneficial or cause undue stress/anxiety. 

 Sports  Soccer and Cross Country are winding down. Cross Country has the final 
 meet this Thursday October 20. Volleyball begins this week (Grade 6/7, 
 may be opened up to grade 5). 

 Halloween  On October 31  st  , students may dress up if they wish. The usual rules apply- 
 no weapons and be sensitive to cultural appropriation. Older students will 
 discuss expectations in the classroom. 

 Photo Retakes  Wednesday, November 2 will be retake day. It will start at 9:00 am. There 
 will be no other days for retakes. Later in the year we will have entire class 
 photos. 

 My tenure  I will be here full time until November. I will then work part-time to ensure a 
 smooth transfer for the school and the new Principal. 



 B.  Parent Survey Results 

 Proposed Ideas: 
 -  ***School carnival/fair**** - I would love to help make this happen. I would also really like 

 to see a Winter Holiday "christmas concert". But not asking for a denominational Christmas 

 concert. Hopefully that makes sense. 

 -  A Fun Fair! 

 -  Wreath/poinsettia fundraiser, Ice cream Fridays 

 -  Student art exhibition 

 -  Joint PAC fundraiser such as friendly basketball school v school. 

 -  SWAP meet - chance for families to have a table to sell used items 

 -  Bingo night, 

 -  A Christmas bazaar but maybe an after school one outside with hot chocolate, waffles and 

 mulled wine for the adults 

 C.  Donation Receipt from SHEWAY (Halloween costume sale): 



 D. Saleema Noon Workshop 



 E. Budget Page 1 



 E. Budget Page 2 



 F. Message from Matt Regarding a possible Music Program 

 Re: FCE music program 

 False Creek PAC meeting Oct 17th 

 My name is Matt and I’m the father of Frankie Clarke in div. 7, grade 3. I also have another daughter, 
 Parker, who will enter kindergarten at FCE in 2024. I’m sorry I can’t make the meeting this evening 
 and that I haven’t been present at earlier meetings, but unfortunately I teach a theatre class on 
 Monday nights at this exact time. 

 I’m reaching out tonight with a call to a bring a music program to FCE. As involved parents I’m sure 
 you’re aware of the incredibly enriching experience of witnessing and participating in live music. I 
 also probably don’t need to express to you the amount of barriers to extra-curricular music programs 
 in the area. What makes me more saddened is hearing from kids at other elementary schools about 
 their school bands, choirs, ukulele clubs, recorder classes etc, as well as reflecting on my own 
 elementary school experience in Vancouver (Emily Carr elementary grad ‘97) where I had access to 
 a choir club, a band, and a weekly musical class where I learned to play basic holiday tunes on the 
 glockenspiel. False Creek has simply never had any music programs consistently offered, I know 
 this as my wife attended FCE as well as many friends over the last few decades. On the other hand, 
 I also have a great memory memory of watching the kids all sing dance together in the Dr Seuss 
 musical they did a few years back, but I understand that’s a big task funding wise and more of a 
 one-off event. 

 It’s easy to cry out against overall school cuts or to cite other PACs that maybe get some extra 
 financial support for arts programs. But I think working together towards something as simple as a 
 lunchtime choir group is feasible and potentially enriching to the entire school, both to the kids that 
 participate and the school community that watches them perform. Learning to harmonize our voices 
 or instruments together is not just a lovely metaphor for creating school community, it’s a practical 
 offer in helping us raise the next generation of businesspeople, politicians, police officers, lawyers, 
 judges, and maybe even musicians who knows? It’s also, like sports and other arts activities, a place 
 where kids can go to make friends and meet new people. 

 I would be happy to volunteer my time to help the PAC realize a music program at FCE if there is 
 support and interest in collaborating. 

 Thanks, 

 Matt 

 mattparkerclarke@gmail.com 



 G. Letter Received By Bradley Gagne  From The Ministry: 




